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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

• — » T— K — " — ' <S — T"" = — ” — 1 « "T—."  V— V"  V . 

February  1986  Applications  for  Membership;  The  following  persons  have 
applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  April 
1,  1986,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2155- MT  Zdenek  Knapek,  75364  Belotin  233,  Belotin,  North  Moravia  75364, 

Czechoslovakia  --  (So.  & Cent.  America,  Oceania,  Asia,  Africa, 
Spain,  Portugal,  Italy) 

2156- MT  Steven  J.  Schirc,  14467  186th  Ave.  , Elk  River,  Minn.  55330 

(Tonga,  Low  Mintage  Crowns  & Sets) 

2157- MT  Fred  Knust,  393  S.  Every  Road,  Mason,  Mich.  48854 

(Far  Eastern  Numismatics) 

2158- MT  William  A.  Hoy,  307  Catherine  St.,  Williamsport,  Pa.  17701 

(Chinese,  Japan,  Korea,  Germany) 

2159  Ralph  D.  Celentano,  P.  0,  Box  1232,  Federal  Station,  Worcester, 
Mass.  01601  --  (Peru) 

2160  Johnnye  Marie  Jones,  P.  0.  Box  26120,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas  76116 


REINSTATEMENTS : The  following  membership  have  complied  with  the  By-Laws 

and  are  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

1542  Richard  McPheeters,  Claremore  Rare  Coins,  308  W.  Will  Rogers, 
Claremore,  Okla.  74017  (Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

1881  Theodore  E.  Molitor,  1240  Eldridge  Ave.  West,  Roseville,  Minn. 
55113 
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We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report: 
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BILS0N,  Phil 
GRAMS,  Gabriel  A. 
JARMAN,  Gordon,  Jr. 
LEWIS,  Jack  E. 

LIY  LEH,  Ruben  Jose 
O'BRIEN,  Kenneth  G. 
VERKET,  Harry  I. 


Type  of  Donat i on 

$1 . 00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$1  ,500.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 


Preference  of  Use 

General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN 
General  Operating  Fund 
Computer  Purchase 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  The  following  complete  the  listing  of  new  titles  received  from  the 
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library  of  the  late  Donald  Kleckner: 


SEABY,  HERBERT  A.  Notes  on  English  silver  coins  1066^-1648  to  helip 
collectors  in  their  classification , Pub.  1948,  88pp,  ill  us. 

RONNING,  BJORN  R.  Norqes  mynter  oq  penqesedler  itter  1874 , Pub. 

1972  , 255pp , ill  us. 

PURVEY,  P.  FRANK.  Coins  and  tokens  of  Scotland.  Pub.  1972,  160pp, 
i 11  us . 

ATKINS,  JAMES.  The  coins  and  tokens  of  the  possessions  and  colonies 
of  the  British  Empire.  Pub.  1889,  402pp,  ill  us . 

SIRCAR,  D.  C.  Studies  in  Indian  coins.  Pub.  1968,  405pp,  w/plates. 

RACKUS,  ALEXANDER  M.  Guthcnes  (The  Goths),  Pub.  1929,  432pp,  ill  us. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  NI  members  W.  A. 
Haskell  and  R.  J.  Hebert  for  their  donations  of  additional  numismatic 
material  to  the  Library. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

****★*****★★********★****★****★★*★*★**★*★★*★★★*★★★★*★**★★**★★★***★*★•*■*★ 
CARACALLA  & GETA 


After  Caracalla  murdered  his  brother  Geta  in  AD  212,  he  decreed  that 
all  the  inscriptions  and  effigies  of  Geta  should  be  erased  from  the 
world.  This  meant  even  the  coins  which  had  previously  been  issued  in 
their  joint  names.  Originally  this  coin  from  Mytilene  in  Lesbos  had 
the  facing  bust  of  Geta  on  the  right,  which  has  been  erased,  as  well 
as  his  name.  The  countermark  is  that  of  Caracalla  to  show  that  the 
coin  is  still  of  full  value  and  acceptable. 

Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher 

* ****** ************************************ ******* ******************** 


FACTS  ABOUT  GOLD;  Gold  is  more  malleable  and  ductile  than  any  other 
metal . 
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THE  CHINESE  "KIANG-COO"  TEN  CASH  OF  1905 


Tom  Keener , Alexandria , Virginia , NI  H1207 

(AUTHOR'S  NOTE:  It  is  necessary  to  establish  the  impartiality  of  the 

author  at  the  outset.  While  I am  the  owner  of  the  three  coins  describ- 
ed and  pictured  in  this  article,  I do  not  own  a KIANG-C00  Y-162.12  ten 
cash  coin,  do  not  know  anyone  who  does,  and  have  not  had  one  offered 
to  me.  Were  this  not  the  case,  a photograph  and  description  of  the 
K1ANG-C00  coin  would  have  been  included  as  well.  Instead,  my  interest 
is  that  of  a collector,  who,  having  acquired  an  unusual  coin  almost  ten 
years  ago,  began  to  casually  check  Y-162.11  KIANG-S00  ten  cash  coins 
encountered  subsequently  to  see  if  any  sort  of  connection  could  be 
established.  This  article  is  possible  because  of  the  success  of  that 
effort. ) 


I.  INTRODUCTION 


Chinese  copper  ten-cash  coins  struck  during  the  Imperial  period  before 
1911  have  a dragon  on  one  side,  often  with  an  English  legend,  and  a 
combination  of  Chinese  characters  and  Manchu  words  on  the  other.  Unlike 
Western  coins  on  which  the  picture  side  is  usually  regarded  as  the  ob- 
verse, on  Imperial  dragon  Chinese  ten  cash  coins  the  picture  (or  dragon) 
side  is  the  reverse  and  the  character  side  is  the  obverse.  Two  distinct 
styles  of  ten-cash  dragon  reverses  exist.  The  first,  and  earliest,  is 
the  provincial  motif  which  has  the  name  of  the  issuing  province  or  au- 
thority written  in  English  at  the  top  and  (usually)  the  denomination  of 
the  coin  at  the  bottom.  The  second  design  was  introduced  in  1905  and 
had  a generally  consistent  dragon  design  to  be  used  by  all  issuing  pro- 
vinces. Below  the  dragon  is  an  English  legend  (TAI-CH'ING  TI-KUO  COPPER 
COIN),  which  translates  as  COPPER  COIN  OF  THE  GREAT  CH'ING  EMPIRE. 

Above  the  dragon  are  some  Chinese  characters  which  identify  the  partic- 
ular reign  title  of  the  emperor  at  the  time  the  coin  was  struck.  The 
name  of  the  province  was  moved  to  the  center  of  the  obverse,  where  it 
was  signified  by  a single  Chinese  character. 

II.  SUCHOU  MINT  10  CASH  COINAGE  - 1902-05 

The  earlier  provincial-design  coins  tended  to  take  varying  approaches 
with  the  style  of  the  dragon  reverse  and,  as  English  was  a foreign 
language,  spelling  errors  in  the  legend  were  not  unknown.  One  provin- 
cial series  of  ten-cash  coins  has  "KIANG-S00"  on  the  reverse  as  the 
issuing  authority.  This  provincial  series  was  i ssued  between  1902  and 
1905  and  was  minted  in  Suchou  city,  just  inland  from  Shanghai.  The 
series  was  produced  at  one  of  two  mints  in  the  city,  the  other  being 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  production  of  silver  coins.  In  1905  a 
slight  spelling  mistake  occurred.  In  the  words  of  A.  M.  Tracy  Wood- 
ward, considered  one  of  the  foremost  authorities  on  Chinese  ten-cash 
coins,  there  was  struck  "an  exceedingly  rare  piece  with  KIANG-C00 
above.  Doubtless  a spelling  error  which  must  have  been  quickly  ob- 
served..." as  Woodward  himself  only  managed  to  obtain  one  coin,  which 
he  lists  as  unique.  A coin  with  the  KIANG-C00  spelling  error,  pictured 
on  p.  343  of  the  1985  edition  of  the  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS 
(SCWC)  as  Y-162.12,  has  a caption  beneath  the  coin  noting  that  it  is 
considered  by  some  authorities  as  to  be  a contemporary  counterfeit. 

III.  KIANG-C00  COIN  NOT  A COUNTERFEIT 
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There  is  now  a chain  of  evidence  to  support  Woodward's  belief  that 
the  coi n he  obtained  and  catalogued  as  genuine  not  only  was  a rare 
legitimate  issue,  but  also  contained  a spelling  error  which  was  de- 
tected within  the  mint  and  corrected  early.  The  evidence  presented 
below  should  lay  to  rest  any  question  of  whether  or  not  the  coins 
were  officially  struck  and  allow  collectors  to  focus  on  how  counter- 
feits or  altered  coins  can  be  ferreted  out  from  among  the  pieces 
which  exist. 

The  coins  in  the  following  paragraphs  are  described  by  referring  first 
to  the  designated  photograph  and  then  to  letters  or  features  at  var- 
ious positions  on  the  coin.  The  points  of  reference  on  the  coin  are 
determined  by  the  position  of  the  hour  hand  of  an  imaginary  clock 
face  superimposed  on  the  coin.  Using  this  method,  the  letter  "G"  is 
at  12:00,  the  right-side  rosette  is  at  3:00,  the  space  between  "TEN" 
and  'CASH"  is  at  6:00,  and  the  left-side  rosette  is  at  9:00.  As  a 
further  assist,  a comparison  chart  has  been  developed  as  well  so 
specific  items  can  be  checked  against  each  other. 


1:00 


/:  30 


2:oo 


q:oo 


qioo 


II:  3* 


12:00 


CO  ik)  1 


CO/k)  Z 


coj*j  3 


Comparison  Chart 


Photographs  1 and  1A 

PHOTOGRAPHS  1 and  1A:  Both  photographs  are  of  a coin  obtained  in  1976, 
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which  sparked  the  curiosity  leading  to  this  article.  Based  on  the 
analysis  of  this  coin  and  comparison  with  others,  it  appears  to  have 
been  struck  when  the  dies  were  in  the  first  stage  of  being  retouched 
from  what  was  most  likely  the  KIANG-COO  spelling  error.  It  is  clear 
the  coin  is  not  intended  to  deceive  collectors.  If  anything,  it 
would  be  something  most  collectors  would  avoid.  While  a reasonable 

•good  grade,  both  the  obverse  and  the  reverse  (pictured)  center  de- 
tails are  virtually  obliterated.  There  is  absolutely  no  evidence  of 
tampering.  At  1:00  is  the  remains  of  the  letter  "C",  which  has  been 
partially  filled  and  the  first  changes  in  the  die  initiated  whereby 
it  will  become  an  "S".  It  is  worth  noting  certain  features  of  this 
strike,  including  the  numerous  die  cracks  at  12:30,  1:30,  3:30,  8:30 
and  10:00,  some  of  considerable  size.  While  all  the  letters  are 
sharp,  several  are  incomplete:  the  "C"  or  "S"  at  1:00  (no  center); 

the  "H"  at  4:00  (no  crossbar);  the  "E"  at  7:00  (bottom  horizontal 
line  incomplete);  and,  the  "G"  at  12:00  (inside  portion  of  horizontal 
bar  missing).  Attention  is  also  called  to  the  dragon's  foot  at  9:00 
which  shows  one  hind  claw  and  three  forward  claws  clearly,  with  the 
vaguest  outline  of  a fourth  claw.  Finally,  an  unusual  letter  "N"  at 
11:30  should  be  noted.  This  is  of  a new  die  which  had  something 
wrong  with  the  letter  at  1:00  as  well  as  with  other  letters.  The 
only  reasonable  explanation  is  the  KIANG-COO  spelling  error. 


Photographs  2 and  2A 


PHOTOGRAPHS  2 and  2A:  Both  photographs  are  of  a coin  which  is  regard- 

ed as  the  missing  link.  This  coin  was  located  at  the  1985  ANA  Con- 
vention in  Baltimore  and  is  an  absolutely  unremarkable  coin  unless 
one  has  been  seeking  it  for  several  years.  This  coin  reflects  clearly 
the  next  steps  in  the  retouching  process.  The  comparison  chart  pro- 
vides a quick  overview  of  how  the  chnages  described  below  relate  to 
the  coin  in  PHOTOGRAPH  1.  Critically  significant  is  the  straight 
line  which  now  transforms  the  disembodied  curves  at  1:00  into  a letter 
"S".  Not  only  is  this  straight  line  clearly  added  to  connect  the 
points  shown  in  PHOTOGRAPH  1A,  but  it  is  also  thinner  than  the  other 
parts  of  the  letter  and  a hump  remains  evident  just  above  where  the 
straight  line  meets  the  segment  at  4:00.  Again,  a number  of  die 
cracks  are  in  evidence  but  this  time  at  different  spots,  confirming 
that  touch-up  work  had  been  done  to  the  die  which  struck  the  earlier 
coin.  Die  cracks  can  be  seen  at  2:00,  3:30,  4:00  and  6:00.  The 
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letters  on  this  coin  show  evidence  of  wear,  indicating  that  this  re- 
verse die  was  used  for  striking  coins  after  certain  corrections  had 
been  made.  The  letter  "H"  at  4:00  is  now  completed  with  a crossbar 
and  remains  so  through  the  next  retouching.  The  letter  "E"  is  now 
complete  and  will  remain  unchanged.  The  dragon's  fourth  claw,  at 
9:00,  is  beginning  to  show.  The  unusual  letter  "N"  at  11:30  estab- 
lishes continuity  with  the  previous  coin,  as  does  the  still  incom- 
plete "G"  at  12:00.  Further  evidence  of  wear  and  die  polishing  is 
noted  at  the  top  of  the  letter  "G",  which  shows  a streak.  This  con- 
dition is  now  seen  for  the  first  time  at  the  top  of  the  two  "0"s  at 
1 : 30  and  2:00  as  well. 


Photographs  3 and  3 A 

PHOTOGRAPHS  3 and  3A:  Both  photographs  are  of  the  relatively  common 

Y-162.11  KIANG-S00  ten  cash.  Again,  it  is  easier  to  refer  to  the 
comparison  chart  to  trace  the  changes.  The  reverse  die  retouching 
is  now  all  but  complete.  The  letter  "S"  at  1:00  is  rounded  nicely 
and  the  line  thickness  is  now  consistent.  The  dragon  has  grown  a 
fourth  claw  at  9:00.  The  unusual  letter  "N"  remains  at  11:30  as  a 
point  of  reference  among  the  coins.  Finally,  the  letter  "G"  at  12:00 
has  been  completed  by  adding  the  full  horizontal  bar,  although  the 
shadow  of  the  earlier  imperfect  "G"  is  still  just  visible  in  photo- 
graph 3A.  With  these  changes,  the  reverse  die  has  been  changed  from 
an  erroneous  condition  which  produced  a rare,  sought  after  Chinese 
ten  cash  coin  to  a condition  which  produced  coins  of  junk  box  quality 

The  three  coins  are  clearly  related  in  the  sequence  presented  as 
there  are  numerous  observable  points  which  do  not  logically  fall  in 
any  other  pattern.  The  detail  provided  above  should  be  sufficient 
to  support  Woodward  in  his  opinion  that  the  KIANG-C00  variety  ten 
cash  was  struck  at  the  mint,  quickly  detected  and  the  offending  die 
retouched.  At  the  same  time,  this  amount  of  detail  should  aid  in 
resolving  the  difficulties  involved  in  detecting  altered  KIANG-C00 
ten  cash  coins. 

IV.  DETECTING  ALTERED  KIANG-C00  COINS 


The  easiest  way  to  create  a reasonable  credible  fake  is  to  alter  a 
legitimate  coin.  With  that  in  mind,  and  using  the  information  pro- 
vided above,  it  will  be  seen  that  unaltered  (legitimate)  KIANG-C00 
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variety  ten  cash  pieces  will  have  sharp  letters  and  detail  since  they 
were  struck  from  new  dies.  Significantly,  the  die  cracks  will  be 
different  from  those  found  on  "common"  Y-162.11  coins.  The  letters 
"0"  at  1:30  and  2:00  will  not  have  "streaking"  at  the  top.  The  letter 
"H"  at  4:00  might  possible  be  missing  a crossbar,  or  the  crossbar 
may  differ  slightly  from  the  normal  Y-162.11.  There  may  be  an  in- 
complete, or  different  looking,  "E"  at  7:00,  and  the  dragon  will  prob- 
ably be  missing  a claw  at  9:00.  The  unique  letter  "N"  will  be  seen 
clearly  at  11:30.  And  finally,  the  letter  "G"  at  12:00  will  have  no 
evidence  of  streaking  at  the  top  and  the  inside  of  the  horizontal 
crossbar  will  likely  be  incomplete.  As  these  character]' sti cs  had  not 
been  listed  previously,  existing  fakes  can  be  isolated  relatively 
quickly.  Future  fakes  will  require  that  all  of  these  changes  be  made 
to  a common  piece,  thus  requiring  a significant  amount  of  effort  and 
increasing  the  1 i kel i hood  of  leavi ng  tooling  marks.  Regardless  of 
the  precision  with  which  these  alterations  could  be  made,  there  are 
other,  more  minute  changes  which  would  have  to  be  made  to  make  any 
common  Y-162.11  into  the  coin  shown  in  photograph  1,  above.  These 
points  were  not  brought  up. 

Any  comments  or  additional  information  would  be  welcome. 
**************** ********************************************* ********* 

RIFLES  AND  AMMUNITION  USED  AS  MEDIUM  OF  EXCHANGE  IN  AFGHANISTAN 

■ — » — ' — — — ■ — • — > — ■ — T— t — ■ — r— ■ — . ......  — >-■■■■  " — ■ i — ■ — ■ — ■ — ■ — <■■■■•  — ■ — — — 

Submitted  by  Dccoid  A.  Coia 

ARABIA,  THE  ISLAMIC  WORLD  REVIEW  reported  in  December,  1985  (Vol.  5, 

No.  52,  p.  24)  that  in  the  liberated  areas  of  Afghanistan  the  Kalash- 
nikov rifle  and  its  ammunition,  rather  than  the  Afghani,  has  become  the 
medium  of  trade  and  exchange.  "The  prices  of  mules,  property  and  con- 
sumer durables  are  fixed  in  Kalashnikovs."  The  article  also  reported 
that  for  smaller  transactions,  the  Pakistani  Rupee  is  quickly  replacing 
the  Afghani.  Each  rifle,  then,  is  reportedly  valued  at  approximately 
Rs  16,000  (US  $996.88  by  the  exchange  rate  given  in  the  19  Dec.  1985 
Far  Eastern  Economic  Review  currency  price  table).  In  some  areas  the 
Kalashnikovs  are  used  as  payment  for  court  fines  and  taxes. 

*********************************************************************** 
AN  UNUSUAL  CHINESE  CASH 

N.  G.  Rhodes,  Kent,  England,  NI  ft 927 

Chinese  cash  are  extremely  common, 
but  errors  on  such  as  the  piece 
illustrated  to  the  left  are  very 
unusual.  It  is  of  the  Tao  Kuang 
era  (1821-51)  cast  in  the  Kweilin 
Mint  (Kwangsi  Province),  but  is  re- 
markable in  having  the  mint  name 
shown  twice  on  the  reverse.  Per- 
haps, when  the  mould  was  being  made, 
using  a mother  coin"  to  make  the  impression,  on  one  piece  the  reverse 
impression  was  rotated  by  90  in  error.  In  order  to  rectify  his  error, 
the  mint  worker  may  have  made  a second  impression,  correctly  aligned, 
forgetting  that  both  impressions  would  appear  on  the  finished  product. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


J.“  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  ftLM-12 

No.  10  - HERACLIUS  CONSTANTINE  (641) 

HERACLONAS  (641) 

When  Heraclius  I died  in  641  he  was  succeeded  as  Senior  Augustus  by  his 
eldest  son,  by  his  first  wife.  He  was  consumptive  and  had  been  assoc- 
iated with  his  father  as  Augustus  when  still  a child  (613).  His  step- 
brother Heraclonas,  son  of  the  second  wife  Martina,  his  niece,  was  his 
own  Junior  Augustus,  having  already  been  associated  as  Third  Augustus 
since  638. 

It  was  an  unpopular  situation  as  Martina  and  her  son  were  disliked  by 
the  population,  mainly  it  would  seen,  because  their  religious  principles 
were  outraged.  (When  one  reads  of  many  of  the  events  of  Byzantine  his- 
tory one  is  frequently  startled  at  the  actual  abominations  that  did  not 
shock  the  people  in  the  way  that  wrong  theological  views  did!) 

This  situation  soon  ended,  100  days  later  when  Heraclius  Constantine 
died,  leaving  Heraclonas  as  the  sole  Augustus.  Public  pressure  seems 
to  have  compelled  him  to  accept  the  son  of  Heraclius  Constantine  as  his 
co-Augustus  and  he  was  crowned  Constans  II.  Meanwhile,  Martina  and 
her  son  were  accused  of  having  poisoned  his  step-brother  - always  a 
convenient  accusation  in  Byzantine  history.  Heraclonas  was  deposed 
and  banished  to  Rhodes.  According  to  one  of  the  minor  barbarities  of 
Imperial  Byzantine  behavior  the  mother  had  her  tongue  slit  while  the 
son  his  his  nose  so  treated.  Heraclius  had  anticipated  trouble  by 
entrusting  money  for  his  wife  to  the  Patriarch  of  Constantinople. 

Coi  ns 


The  D.  0.  catalog  (P.  Grierson)  attributes  2 solidi  to  the  Constanti- 
nople mint  and  2 to  Ravenna  for  Heraclius  Constantine's  short  reign. 
All  are  extremely  rare. 

In  a similar  fashion D.O.  attributes  a few  coins  to  the  brief  reign  of 
Heraclonas  but  this  attribution  has  been  challenged. 

It  is  most  unlikely  that  the  ordinary  collector  will  come  across  any 
of  either. 


As  a matter  of  curiosity  in  1862  Sabatier,  in  his  work  Monnaies  Byzan- 
tines, attributed  in  his  illustrations  these  coins  to  "Heraclius  II  and 
Heraclonas" . 

*********************************************************************** 


FACTS  ABOUT  GOLD:  The  chemical  symbol  for  gold  is  Au. , for  the  Latin, 

Aurum.  Gold  is  19.32  times  heavier  than  water  and  melts  at  1945°F. 
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French  Indo  China  \ Cen- 
time 1941-  Fantasy  or....? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  Wichita,  Kansas,  NI  if 1941 , and  Anton  Fox,  Seattle, 
Washington,  NI  if  1126 

In  August  of  1941  the  Vichy  government  of  French  Indo  Chine  asked  the 
Japanese  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  strike  1/4  centime  coins. 

This  request  was  passed  to  the  Osaka  Mint  which  produced  the  coins  from 
April  1942  to  February  1944.  Consequently  no  enabling  law  was  ever 
published  relative  to  this  issue. 


Shown  are  obverses  of  1941  and  1942  1/4  cent  flanking  the 

common  reverse  design 


The  Vichy  French  reported  the  following  specifications: 


1.  Composition: 

2.  Weight: 

3.  Diameter: 

4.  Center  Hole: 

5.  Edge: 

6.  Design: 


Zinc  .995%,  Aluminum  .5% 

2.4  GR. 

20  mm.  (photos  enlarged  2.25x) 
4. 5mm. 

Smooth 
As  Follows: 


Obverse:  ETAT  FRANCAISE  in  two  lines  at  top,  a stalk  of  grain  at  each 

side  of  center  hole,  INDOCHINE  below  hole,  date  at  bottom. 

Reverse:  1/4  at  top  edge  and  CENT  at  bottom  edge  with  box  around  center 

hole  with  four  double  lines  coming  out  of  box  around  center 
hole  forming  an  "X"-like  figure. 


Three  hundred  million  pieces  of  the  1/4  Centime  dated  1942  and  1943  were 
transported  by  sea  to  French  Indo  Chine,  in  seven  installments  during  the 
period  from  September  1942  to  April  1943. 


However  the  War  conditions  worsened  and  the  Osaka  Mint  was  obliged  to  stop 
the  transportation  of  the  currencies  to  French  Indo  Chine,  as  sea  trans- 
portation became  too  dangerous. 

The  Osaka  Mint  has  provided  me  with  a monthly  breakdown  of  production  on 
this  coin  (see  chart,  below).  The  following  is  a summary  by  calendar  year 
The  Mint  advised  that  each  year's  dies  were  destroyed  when  they  were  pro- 
vided with  the  next  year's,  but  they  could  not  confirm  whether  this  co- 
incided with  the  beginning  of  a new  calendar  year.  The  original  dies  were 
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were  provided  by  the  government  of  French  Indo  Chine. 


MONTHLY  TABLE  OF  THE  CURRENCIES  MANUFACTURED  FOR  THE  FRENCH 
INDO-CHINA  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  1942 


^--N^Denomi  nati  on 
Monthly  ^ 

The  1/4  Centime  zinc  coins 

Pieces 

Amount  in 
Pi astre 

April,  1942 

18 ,779', 000 

46,925.00 

May,  1942 

10,870,000 

27,175.00 

June,  1942 

27,790,000 

69,475.00 

July,  1942 

20,800,000 

52,000.00 

August,  1942 

20,800,000 

52,000.00 

September,  1942 

20,000,000 

50,000.00 

October,  1942 

34,200,000 

85,500.00 

November,  1942 

30,710,000 

76,775.00 

December,  1942 

37,860,000 

94,650.00 

January,  1943 

28,910,000 

72,275.00 

February,  1943 

28,150,000 

70,375.00 

March,  1943 

21,140,000 

52,850.00 

Total 

300,000,000 

750,000.00 

MONTHLY  TABLE  OF  THE  CURRENCIES  MANUFACTURED  FOR  THE  FRENCH 
INDO-CHINA  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  1943 


'^■^Denominati  on 
Monthly 

The  1/4  Centime 

zinc  coins 

Pieces 

Amount  in 
Piastre 

April,  1943 

27,200,000 

68,000.00 

May,  1943 

23,630,000 

59,075.00 

June,  1943 

23,550,000 

58,875.00 

July,  1943 

26,360,000 

65,900.00 

August,  1943 

26,270,000 

65,675.00 

September,  1943 

15,960,000 

39,900.00 

October,  1943 

15,310,000 

38,275.00 

November,  1943 

21,800,000 

54,500.00 

December,  1943 

21,170,000 

52,925.00 

January,  1944 

25,590,000 

63,975.00 

February,  1944 

20,532,000 

51,330.00 

Total 

247,372,000 

618,430.00 

36 


In  1942  --  from  April  to  December  221,800,000  pieces 
In  1943  --  from  January  to  December  279,450,000  pieces 
In  1944  --  from  January  to  February  46,122,000  pieces 


My  correspondence  with  the  Osaka  Mint  was  in  1976-77.  In  my  own  col- 
lection I had  copies  of  the  1/4  centime  dated  1941  and  1942  - in  lead! 

How  could  this  coin  exist  dated  a year  before  it  was  authorized,  and  in 
such  an  unusual  metal,  I wondered.  I wrote  back  requesting  more  in- 
formation, and  was  told  that  no  1941-dated  coins  were  minted,  nor  any 
in  metals  other  than  zinc. 

How  do  we  explain  these  lead  pieces?  My  speculation  is  as  follows: 

The  French  Indo  Chine  1/4  centime  dated  1941  could  have  been  struck  in 
Hanoi,  as  were  the  French  Indo  Chine  1 Centime  (YV30)  1941/41  in  zinc 
and  1 Centime  (YV32)  1943  and  5 Centime  (YV33),  both  in  aluminum. 

But  why  strike  them  in  lead,  as  both  zinc  and  aluminum  were  at  hand  and 
used  soon  after?  Was  the  intrinsic  value  of  copper,  zinc  and  aluminum 
worth  more  than  the  1/4  Centime  face  value  at  the  time?  I think  not. 

Soon  after  the  1/4  Centime  were  in  circulation  it  was  found  that  they  did 
not  hold  up  well  and  deteriorated  fast.  At  this  time  the  Government  of 
French  Indo  Chine  requested  the  Osaka  Mint  of  Japan  to  strike  the  1/4 
Centime  for  them. 

While  I was  in  Saigon  in  1974  and  looking  for  new  additions  for  my  col- 
lection, I ran  across  a dealer,  or  should  I say  shop  keeper,  who  had  about 
200  of  the  1941-dated  1/4  Centime.  He  stated  that  they  were  real,  called 
them  "ESSAI"  to  check  out  the  machinery.  He  was  the  only  one  who  had  them, 
at  least  that  I knew  of.  But  if  they  were  "Essais",  why  so  many  of  them? 
Could  these  be  fantasy  coins  made  by  him  or  some  other  private  businessman? 

Could  these  have  been  meant  for  the  G.I.  market?  This  seems  doubtful,  as 
there  wasn't  enough  interest  in  the  series  among  collectors  at  the  time 
to  warrant  the  effort. 

The  "counterfeit"  designations  in  the  K/M  catalog  might  reflect  the  idea  that 
a genuine  zinc  coin  dated  1941  existed  and  the  lead  pieces  were  imitations. 
However,  so  far  to  my  knowledge  no  zinc  1941  coin  has  appeared. 

Based  upon  my  tests  and  upon  the  tests  and  opinions  of  various  other  col- 
lectors who  have  examined  the  following  four  1941-dated  1/4  Centime,  the 
results  are: 


GR. 

SG 

DIAM. 

THICK 

HOLE 

1. 

4.44 

10.83 

20. 6/. 8 

1.5 

3.0/. 2 

2. 

3.74 

10.67 

20.8 

1.5 

3.0/. 3 

3. 

3.92 

10.89 

20. 6/. 7 

1.5 

2. 5/. 7 

4. 

4.31 

10.78 

21.0 

1.5 

2. 9/3.0 

All  four,  and  other  specimens  which  I have  seen,  show  evidence  of  "Die  Stress" 
(examine  around  the  "IN"  in  "IND0CHINE")  which  indicates  that  these  coins 
were  struck  rather  than  cast.  The  possibility  should  not  be  ruled  out  that 
these  1/4  Centime  dated  1941  were  officially  minted  trial  strikes  during 
1941  and  then  changed  to  zinc  in  1942,  when  it  became  obvious  that  the 
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lead  ones  would  not  hold  up.  But  working  against  this  theory  is  the  fact 
that  those  dated  1941  have  numerals  which  are  different  in  style  from 
those  dated  1942.  Also  the  quality  of  the  engraving  for  the  "1/4  Cent." 
on  the  reverse  of  the  lead  ones  is  noticeably  more  crude  in  comparison 
with  the  1942  zinc  issues  and  the  palm  branches  on  the  lead  ones  again 
appear  to  be  slightly  thinner  than  those  of  the  1942  zinc. 


Just  recently  I was  told  by  an  experienced  Vietnamese  collector  who  was 
on  the  scene  during  the  1960's  that  he  met  someone  who  had  been  a student 
at  the  Polytechnique  School  in  Hanoi  during  the  war  year  (1941).  This 
student  said  that  the  French  government  had  provided  the  students  with 
dies  and  asked  them  to  make  a few  trial  pieces  in  lead.  The  students, 
however,  struck  thousands  additional  and  kept  them  to  mix  in  later  with 
the  regular  circulation  zinc  issues! 

Note:  There  is  further  research  to  be  done  on  the  Polytechnique  School 
story. 


Forgery,  trial  striking,  or  ...?  The  zinc  1/4  Centime  is  liable  to 
remain  controversial  for  some  time  to  come. 


Those  wishing  to  correspond  and/or  exchange  information,  please  write: 
Anton  Fox,  John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  Loc  32C,  Wichita,  Kansas 
67216 

******************************  **************************************** 


LUCIUS  AURELIUS  CEJONIUS  CQMMODUS  VERUS 


R.  R.  Kutcher  3 Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  § 1289 


Lucius  Aurelius  Cejonius  Corn- 
modus  Verus  was  the  son  of 
Cejonius  Commodus , who  was  a 
man  of  consular  rank  and  des- 
cended from  the  ullustrious 
Etrurian  family.  Lucius  Aur- 
elius was  adopted  by  the  Emp- 
eror Hadrian  as  his  heir  to 
the  empire  in  135  A.D.  upon 
the  death  of  the  Empress  Sabina. 
He  was  declared  Caesar  under 
the  name  of  Lucius  Aelius  Verus  and  was  made  Praetor  and  Tribune  of 
the  people.  He  was  later  appointed  prefect  of  the  province  of  Pannonia, 
which  he  governed  with  courage  and  wisdom.  He  was  created  Consul  in 
137  and  elected  to  his  second  consulate  the  next  year.  In  139  Aelius 
returned  to  Rome  from  Pannonia  to  deliver  a speech  in  honor  of  Had- 
rain's  kindness  to  him.  Just  hours  before  he  was  to  deliver  his 
eulogium  to  Hadrian,  Aelius  died.  The  saddened  Hadrian  had  the  re- 
mains placed  in  the  tomb  which  Hadrian  had  had  built  as  his  own  mauso- 
leum, which  is  now  the  castle  of  St.  Angelo  in  Rome.  Later,  Hadrian 
erected  several  temples  and  statues  in  memory  of  Aelius.  Coins  for 
Aelius  were  struck  in  gold,  silver  and  bronze  and  are  scarce,  but  his 
brass  medallions  are  of  the  highest  rarity. 


Denarius  of  Aelius  Caesar 


********! 
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ABOUT  THOSE  COUNTERSTAMPS: 


^L6th  Century 

Paul  F.L.  de  Gvoot , CALGARY , 


Scotland 


Alberta,  Canada,  NX  H 1786 


Until  recently  I knew  of  only  two  types  of  Scottish  counterstamps.  One 
was  the  Crowned  Thistle  that  appears  on  many  16th  century  ryals  or  dollars, 
and  the  other  is  a group  of  private  valuation  stamps  of  banks,  collieries 
etc.,  on  Spanish-Ameri can  8 real  pieces  of  the  late  18th  and  19th  century. 

I have  none  of  the  last  group  and  only  one  coin  of  the  first. 

Then  a friend  showed  me  an  article  about  Scottish  countermarks  in  the 
November  1982  issue  of  An  Trusadh , a publication  for  collectors  of  Scot- 
tish coins.  The  article  is  concerned  only  with  official  stamps  and 
mentions  three  of  those.  As  luck  would  have  it  I very  shortly  thereafter 
acquired  one  of  the  types  that  I did  not  have.  Because  I would  not  be 
surprised  to  find  that  many  other  collectors  know  as  little  about  these 
countermarks  as  I did,  I brought  together  what  I could  find  on  them.  Of 
the  standard  works  I found  a copy  of  Burns'  Coinage  of  Scotland  (1887) 
iind  for  the  rest  I gleaned  my  information  from  the  above-mentioned  article 
n An  Trusadh , the  catalogue  of  the  Dundee  Collection  auctioned  jointly 
Wy  Bowers  and  Ruddy  and  Spink  and  Sons  1976,  other  auction  catalogues,  the 
book  Money  in  Britain  and  the  Columbia  Encyclopedia.  I added  some  specu- 
lations of  my  own. 

The  gold  unicorns  of  James  V (1513-42)  apparently  occur  counterstamped  with 
a Cinquefoil.  An  Trusadhls  article  speculates  that  this  was  done  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  last  unicorns  of  James  IV  to  which  they  are  nearly 
identical,  and  that  the  Cinquefoil  stands  for  the  monarch's  cypher.  According 
to  Edward  Burns  they  may  represent  coins  struck  under  James  V with  dies  of 
James  IV.  To  me  it  seems  more  likely  that  they  were  marked  during  the 
early  years  of  Mary  Stuart,  the  flower  being  a family  emblem  of  James, 

Earl  of  Arran,  the  regent  from  1542  to  1554.  Others  think  that  the  Cin- 
quefoil marks  the  coins  struck  under  James  V by  the  Earl  of  Arran  under 
special  license. 


The  second  counterstamp  is  a Star  in  a Heart  applied  to  the  very  base  lions 
[1H  pence)  and  placks  (8  pence)  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  (1542-67).  After 
a troubled  reign,  during  which  she  was  generally  in  conflict  with  the 
Scottish  Protestants  under  John  Knox,  Mary  was  forced  to  abdicate  in  1567. 

In  1568  she  fled  to  England  and  an  uncertain  future.  Her  infant  son  James  VI 
£ecame  the  object  of  many  intrigues  for  the  regency.  In  1572  James  Douglas, 
»rl  of  Morton,  became  regent.  Though  he  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Protestant  party  he  tried  to  pacify  a religiously  divided  and  war -torn  Scot- 
land. In  1578  his  opponents  conspired  with  the  boy-King  and  forced  him  out. 
After  trying  to  regain  power  Morton  was  caught,  convicted  on  trumped  up 
charges,  and  beheaded  in  1581.  During  his  tenure  it  was  found  that  a 
tremendous  amount  of  fprgeries  circulated  among  the  base  coins.  On  March 
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5,  1575  (1572  in  An  Trusadh)  Parliament  ordered  the  genuine  coins  counter- 
marked  with  the  badge  of  the  regent,  a star  in  a Heart  (fig.  1>  a plack 
of  1557). 


The  third  official  counterstamp,  a Crowned  Thistle,  was  put  on  larger 
silver  coins.  In  July  1578  their  values  were  raised.  These  were  expres- 
sed in  Scottish  shillings  which  were  represented  by  a deteriorating  mass 
of  base  coins.  The  silver  ryals,  issued  from  1556  to  1571  at  30  shillings 
were  raised  to  36  shillings  9 pence,  their  2/3  and  1/3  fractions  in  pro- 
portion. The  testoons,  originally  issued  at  4 shillings  in  1553,  and 
later  at  5 shillings  until  1562,  went  up  to  7s. 4d.  The  fact  that  these 
coins  were  counterstamped  suggests  to  me  that  the  government  raked  in 
part  of  the  difference  in  value  but  I could  not  find  any  data  on  that 
(fig.  2_,  ryal  1567).  In  Duffield's  trial  list  of  countermarked  modern 


coins  of  the  world  he  mentions  a ryal  with  the  Crowned  Thistle  countermark 
accompanied  by  a second  stamp  consisting  of  a monogram.  Recently  World- 
Wide  Coins  of  California  in  their  auction  of  November  1982  had  a similar 
ryal  of  1556  with  counterstamp  Thistle,  and  counterstamp  LE(?) . What 
it  means  I do  not  know. 

The  more  recent  private  countermarks  should  rate  separate  treatment  by 
someone  better  qualified  than  I am. 

A. Ed. Note:  Coin  drawings  also  by  the  author. 
************************************************************************ 

FACTS  ABOUT  GOLD:  Gold  will  not  corrode  under  normal  circumstances. 


Countermarked  Star  in  a Heart 


Counterstamped  Ryal_,  1567s  raising  it  to  36s.  9d. 


CAR  TOKENS 


Robert  R.  Kutcher3  Lincoln 3 Nebraska 3 NI  # 1289 

Transportation  tokens  are  being  collected  by  more  and  more  people  every 
day,  and  for  good  reasons.  Tokens  offer  an  interesting  diversion  with 
a variety  of  types  and  histories.  Another  big  point  in  their  favor  is 
their  price,  which  in  many  cases  is  very  inexpensive.  Although  some 
tokens  are  very  scarce  and  are  rather  high  in  cost,  they  are  not  as 
costly  as  coins  of  the  same  rarity.  Nor  are  there  specific  sets  to 
fill  as  with  most  coins  where  the  higher  priced  tokens  would  be  needed. 

While  many  people  collect  these  car  tokens,  few  realize  the  history  and 
the  interesting  stories  behind  them.  An  example  is  the  story  of  the 
first  horse  drawn  trolley  or  street  car,  which  was  nearly  a flop  on  its 
maiden  run.  John  Mason,  the  prominent  New  York  banker,  conceived  the 
idea  of  "Coaches  mounted  on  iron  wheels  and  drawn  by  horses  over  iron 
rails."  With  this  idea  and  the  help  of  a young  coach-maker  by  the  name 
of  John  Stephenson,  the  world's  first  street  car  line  was  constructed 
in  1832.  These  first  cars  resembled  stage  coaches  except  that  each 
had  three  compartments  and  ran  on  flanged  iron  wheels.  Each  compart- 
ment was  designed  to  accommodate  ten  persons,  though  not  unlike  today, 
when  the  line  was  in  actual  operation  the  compartments  held  as  many 
passengers  as  could  fight  their  way  in,  and  too,  the  roof  was  usually 
filled  to  overflowing.  The  car  bodies  were  of  wood,  and  leather  straps 
provided  the  spring  suspension  of  the  day,  with  only  a foot  brake  for 
the  driver  to  use  in  case  of  emergency. 

Almost  a mile  of  track  was  laid  on  Fourth  Avenue  of  New  York  City  for 
the  new  street  car  line.  The  tracks  were  granite  blocks  grooved  to 
hold  the  flanges  of  the  car's  wheels  and  the  wheel  treads  rode  on  an 
inch-wide  iron  strap  bolted  next  to  the  groove.  For  the  inaugural  run, 
the  city  council  men  boarded  the  first  car  and  the  officers  of  the  rail- 
road boarded  the  second  car.  As  a safety  demonstration,  both  cars  were 
to  stop  at  a signal.  Whips  cracked  and  the  two  cars  were  soon  rumbling 
along  at  about  ten  miles  an  hour.  At  the  signal  to  stop,  the  lead 
driver  Lank  O'Dell  reined  in  his  dapple  grays  and  hit  the  foot  brake, 
but  the  rattled  driver  of  the  second  car  merely  cried  "Whoa".  The 
horses  alone  couldn't  stop  the  heavy  car  and  the  center  pole  pierced 
the  rear  of  the  leading  vehicle,  ruffling  the  local  dignitaries.  The 
resulting  confusion  gave  the  amused  spectators  a view  of  their  city 
government  in  action.  Hoots  and  laughter  from  delighted  throngs  of 
onlookers  filled  the  chilly  November  air  as  top-hatted  and  bearded 
counci Imen  scrambled  frantically  out  of  the  six  doors  of  the  oddly- 
shaped  carriage. 

Nevertheless,  this  attempt  to  solve  the  perpetual  problem  of  city  tran- 
sit was  hailed  by  Mayor  Walter  Browne  as  "the  greatest  achievement  of 
man".  John  Stephenson  went  on  to  become  the  world's  foremost  builder 
of  horse  cars.  His  cars  were  common  in  the  cities  of  Europe,  South 
America,  China  and  Japan  as  well  as  in  North  America.  His  success  was 
attributable  to  his  flair  for  design,  technical  improvements  and  hon- 
est craftsmanship.  He  held  many  patents,  including  one  signed  by 
President  Jackson  and  his  cabinet.  He  also  designed  the  first  car 
token. 

The  horse  car  became  a thing  of  the  past  after  World  War  I,  but  the 
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long  suffering  transit  passengers  and  their  tokens  are  still  with  us 
in  ever  increasing  numbers.  Although  a great  number  of  suggestions 
have  been  offered  to  do  away  with  the  car  token,  it  will  most  likely 
be  with  us  for  some  time  to  come.  That  will  make  the  token  collect- 
ors very  happy. 

********************************  ******•*******★**★*★**★****•*•*★*★★★★★*■*■* 
DON  PEDRO  I - FIRST  EMPEROR  OF  BRASIL 


Dale  Seppa,  Virginia,  Minnesota,  NI  # 1848 

Don  Pedro  I (also  known  as  Don  Pedro  IV  of  Portugal  and/or  Don  Antonio 
Pedro  de  Alcantara  Bourb6n)  was  born  in  Lisbon  the  12th  of  October  1789. 
He  was  the  son  of  Don  Joao  VI  of  Portugal  and  of  Carlota  Joaquina. 

When  Napoleon  invaded  Portugal  in  1807  the  entire  court,  including  Don 
Pedro  I,  left  for  Brasil,  arriving  there  in  1808.  They  stayed  in  Brasil 
until  1821  when  Joao  VI  decided  to  return  to  Portugal,  leaving  Pedro  I 
as  regent  of  Brasil.  Almost  immediately  Pedro  I assumed  the  command 
of  the  movement  toward  independence  for  Brasil.  Legend  has  it  that 
this  was  done  with  the  permission  of  Joao  VI  with  the  intention  of 
retaining  Brasil  under  the  control  of  the  family  during  a period  when 
there  was  much  sentiment  in  favor  of  being  independent  from  Portugal. 

The  courts  of  Portugal,  having  suspicions  of  his  intentions,  ordered 
his  detention  and  return  to  Portugal,  but  Pedro  I answered  them  with 
the  famous  "FRITO  DE  IPIRANGA"  which  served  as  the  declaration  of  in- 
dependence for  Brasil.  He  was  proclaimed  first  emperor  of  the  new 
Empire  of  Brasil  in  1822. 

In  April  of  1823  there  was  a meeting  of  a constitutional  assembly,  but 
their  manner  of  doing  things  disgusted  Pedro  and  he  dissolved  the  as- 
sembly and  proclaimed  his  own  constitution  in  March  of  1825.  This 
constitution  was  used  in  Brasil  until  the  fall  of  the  empire  in  1889. 

Don  Pedro's  father  died  in  1826  and  he  became  king  of  Portugal  being 
known  as  Pedro  IV  there,  but  he  abdicated  provisional ly  in  favor  of  his 
daughter  Maria  Gloria,  who  was  to  marry  her  uncle  (the  younger  brother 
of  Pedro  I himself)  so  that  they  could  rule  Portugal  together. 

Due  to  his  autocratic  manner,  his  continued  interest  in  Portuguese 
matters,  lack  of  military  successes,  and  various  personal  faults, 
there  was  much  sentiment  against  Pedro  I in  Brasil.  These  feelings 
finally  obligated  him  to  abdicate  the  emperorship  of  Brasil  in  favor 
of  hi s son  Pedro  II . 

During  this  period  his  younger  brother  was  of  course  in  Portugal  and 
he  was  violating  in  many  ways  the  constitution  which  had  been  made  by 
Pedro  I.  Finally  he  almost  completely  usurped  the  rights  of  Maria. 

As  Pedro  I was  now  without  work  and  had  nothing  to  do  in  his  free  time, 
he  left  for  Portugal  with  a large  military  force  and  landed  in  Oporto 
in  1832.  After  various  battles  with  the  forces  of  Mi  quel  over  a two 
year  period,  he  defeated  him  and  won  the  right  for  Maria  to  govern  in 
here  own  name.  Shortly  afterwards  Pedro  I died  of  consumption. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  his  short,  active  and  relatively 
useless  life,  Pedro  found  time  to  write  "Hino  da  Carta"  which  was  used 
as  the  Portuguese  national  anthem  until  1910. 
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WHY  LEGAL  TENDER 


John  DeMarais , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NT  #1539 

As  an  attorney  I never  cease  to  be  amazed  by  the  wide-spread  use  of  the 

•term  legal  tender  in  numismatics.  It  appears  constantly  in  promotions 
and  ads  for  new  coins.  It  seems  to  be  something  that  coin  collectors 
require.  It  is  even  of  concern  to  buyers  of  bullion  coins. 

My  amazement  arises  from  the  fact  that  legal  tender  is  a rather  tech- 
nical part  of  the  laws  of  contract,  and  I do  not  understand  why  coin 
collectors  would  be  interested  in  this  specific  part  of  the  law.  A 
legal  tender  is  some  form  of  money  that  the  law  requires  a creditor  to 
accept  from  a debtor  in  the  discharge  of  a debt  expressed  in  money. 

Now,  legal  tender  does  not  mean  that  as  particular  coin  or  piece  of 
paper  is  money,  for  money  does  not  have  to  be  legal  tender  to  circu- 
late. Many  forms  of  United  States  money  in  the  past  were  legal  tender 
and  many  were  not.  Large  cents  and  half-cents  were  not  legal  tender 
during  the  time  when  they  were  issued.  Silver  certificates  were  not 
legal  tender  until  1935,  but  it  did  not  prevent  them  from  circulating 
for  more  than  a half  century  before  1935.  Very  old  United  States  gold 
coins  struck  before  1834  were  legal  tender  but  since  they  were  worth 
more  as  bullion  than  as  money,  they  did  not  circulate. 


Quite  simply, 
tender  are  not 
prone  to  being 
promotions  and 
bullion  coins, 
buyer  wants  to 
of  these  coins 
term  to  try  to 
and  money  are 


legal  tender  is  not  the  test  of  money.  Money  and  legal 
synonymous.  Collectors  who  think  they  are  the  same  are 
misled.  One  sees  the  term  legal  tender  presently  in 
ads  for  new  issues  of  gold  and  silver  commemorative  and 
Why  does  this  term  appear  so  ofter?  Quite  simply,  the 
know  if  the  particular  coin  is  really  money.  Since  most 
hardly  pass  the  test  for  money,  the  sellers  use  this 
quiet  the  concerns  of  the  buyer.  But  since  legal  tender 
not  the  same  thing,  the  question  is  not  answered. 


I suppose  a collector  would  be  happy  with  the  answer  that  a silver  coin 
from  Equatorial  Guinea  with  a naked  Spanish  woman  on  it  is  legal  tender 
if  he  were  interested  in  forcing  a creditor  of  his  in  Equatorial  Guinea 
to  accept  the  coin  at  face  value.  But  assuming  that  case  is  beyond  the 
possibilities  of  reason,  I suppose  the  collector  really  wants  to  know 
if  this  rather  preposterous  coin  is  actually  money.  Clearly  it  is  not. 
Coins  and  numismatics  are  being  trivialized  by  the  increasing  hoard  of 
pseudo  coins.  The  use  of  the  term  legal  tender  and  the  use  of  gold  and 
silver  in  these  coins  are  simply  efforts  to  disguise  the  unimportant 
nature  of  these  pieces. 


The  real  test  of  money  is  not  whether  it 
public  and  government  treat  it.  At  what 
out  and  receive  a particular  coin?  Does 
for  use  to  buy  something  else  or  for  the 
lecting?  These  are  the  real  questions, 
ly  zinc  and  not  very  impressive,  but  the 
many  as  you  want  for  a cent  each  and  will 


is  legal  tender  but  how  the 
rate  does  the  government  pay 
the  public  obtain  these  coins 
purpose  of  hoarding  and  col- 
An  American  penny  may  be  most- 
government  will  sell  you  as 
accept  as  many  as  you  want  to 


pay  in  to  the  government  at  one  cent  each.  The  public  uses  them  simply 
as  money.  Remember  those  silver  certificates  that  were  not  legal 
tender?  Why  did  they  circulate,  when  they  represented  a silver  coin 
that  was  worth  but  fifty  cents  in  gold?  Gold  was  the  real  legal  tender 
then.  They  circulated  because  the  government  was  always  willing  to 
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receive  them  at  par  even  though  they  were  not  legal  tender. 


How  does  the  government  treat  its  Olympic  10-dollar  gold  coins?  Does 
it  buy  and  sell  at  the  same  rate?  Does  the  public  obtain  them  for  use 
as  money?  How  do  all  those  little  countries  that  issue  all  those  big, 
impressive  coins  treat  them?  They  sell  high  and  buy  low.  That  isn't 
money.  That's  marketing.  I do  not  think  I am  being  uncharitable  when 
I say  that  many  small  nations  are  acting  like  numismatic  call  girls  by 
renting  their  sovereignty  to  private  mints  for  a little  profit.  This 
not  only  leads  to  contempt  for  certain  coins;  it  also  leads  to  contempt 
for  the  nations  that  issue  them.  Nations  large  and  small  are  trivial- 
izing coins  by  their  activities. 

It  has  also  become  necessary  for  the  buyers  of  bullion  coins  to  know  if 
the  particular  issues  that  interest  them  are  legal  tender.  All  a buyer 
really  needs  is  a guarantee  of  the  metallic  content.  No  one  is  ever 
going  to  use  these  to  settle  debts  stated  in  money.  This  is  partic- 
ularly true  when  a coin  such  as  the  Canadian  Maple  Leaf  is  worth  300 
dollars  or  more  in  gold  but  legal  tender  for  only  fifty  dollars.  Is 
anyone  foolish  enough  to  think  legal  tender  status  gives  the  holder  any 
benefits  in  this  case?  What  about  coins  that  are  legal  tender  but  have 
no  face  value?  What  is  a Mexican  Libertad  legal  tender  for?  Nothing, 
pure  and  simple. 

I have  no  objection  that  people  buy  these  coins  if  they  really  want  to 
do  so.  However,  if  one  thinks  legal  tender  means  anything,  he  is  mis- 
taken and  perhaps  misled.  Don't  fall  for  the  old  legal  tender  bit. 


Flavius  Arcadius  was  the  eldest  son  of  Theodosius  I and  Aelia  Faccilla. 
When  Theodosius  died  in  AD  395,  Arcadius  and  his  younger  brother 
Honorius  divided  the  Empire,  with  Arcadius  taking  the  Eastern  division. 
Neither  of  the  two  brothers  had  inherited  any  of  their  father's  great 
abilities  to  rule,  and  thus  both  were  always  under  the  influence  of  a 
stronger  personality.  Aelia  Eudoxia,  Arcadius'  able  wife,  virtually 
ruled  the  Eastern  Empire  from  AD  400  until  her  death  in  October  of 
404.  The  feeble  Arcadius  died  on  May  1,  408  and  his  seven  year  old 
son,  Theodosius  II,  became  the  new  emperor.  Theodosius  II  had  been 
raised  to  the  rank  of  Augustus,  co-emperor,  at  nine  months  of  age  in 
January  of  402. 


ARCADIUS  & EUDOXIA 


Bronze  AE-2  of  Arcadius 


Gold  Solidus  of  Eudoxia 


Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except,  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

SWEDEN  (Continued  from  last  month);  Y 1 5a  - 1882,  1883,  1886,  1897; 

Y16  - 1876,  1878,  1882.  1889';  Y16a  - 1898,  1899;  Y27  - 1880,  1902;  Y28 
1899  small  curved  9 ' s ; Y32  - 1907;  Y36  - C;  Y44  - 1911  , 1921  , 1931  , 

1934,  1936  short  6,  1937,  1938,  1950;  Y45  - 1912,  1920,  1930,  1934, 

1935,  1938,  1939,  1940  round  0,  1950;  Y46  - 1913,  1916  long  6,  1919, 

1920,  1922,  1932,  1934,  1935,  1937,  1950;  Y47  - 1909,  1914,  1929,  1931, 

1934,  1938;  Y48  - 1930,  1931,  1937,  1938,  1939,  1940,  1941;  Y50  - 1925, 

1937,  1940;  Y52  - 1918;  Y54  - 1918;  YOT-  C;  Y64  - 1945G,  1947,  1950; 

Y65  - CX  (1945  sm.  TS , 1945  G/TS,  1948);  Y66  - 1949;  Y67  - CX  (1943, 
1945  TS,  1945  TS/G,  1947);  Y68  - 1950;  Y69  - 1947,  1948,  1950;  Y70  - 
1944,  1946,  1947  long  9,  1949  long  9,  1950;  Y71  - 1945,  1946,  1947, 

1949;  Y72  - C to  1969  X (1959/5,  1967,  1968);  Y73  - C to  1969  X (1954, 

1960,  1961U , 1967,  1968);  Y74  - 1953,  1956,  1958,  1960,  1962,  1964, 

1965,  1968,  1969,  1970;  Y75  - CX  (1952,  1954,  1955,  1957);  Y76  - C; 

Y77~-  1957;  Y78  - 1959,  1960,  T962 , 1966;  Y78a  - 1973;  Y79-  1954,  1958, 
1965;  Y80  - 1955;  Y83  - CX  (1973);  Y84  - CX  (1971,  1972);  Y85  - 1965, 

1966,  1967,  1969,  1972,  1973;  Y88  - C to  1973;  Y89  - 1972. 

SWITZERLAND:  Y18  - 1883,  1908,  1912,  1913,  1936,  1937,  1941;  Y18a  - 

CX'  '0942',  1945) ; Y 1 9 - 1850,  1890,  1893,  1906,  1915,  1919,  1931  , 1932, 
1937;  Y19a  - CX  (1945,  1946);  Y23  - 1885,  1908,  1919,  1944,  1945,  1946, 

1947,  1950  to  1971  X (1954,  1966),  1975;  Y23a  - CX  (1936,  1937):  Y24  - 

1882,  1927  to  1976  X (1930,  1931,  1937,  1942,  1945,  1948,  1972,  1974); 

Y24a  - CX  (1937);  Y25  - C to  1978  X (1943,  1945,  1953,  1971,  1974, 
1977);  Y25a  - 1883,  1884,  1893,  1899,  1913,  1919,  1920,  1929,  1931, 
1932,  1933,  1934,  1938;  Y30  - 1940,  1946  to  1962  X~TT955,  1957,  1960); 
Y30a  - C to  1978  X (1969,  1972,  1973,  1974,  1976);  Y31  - 1910,  1914, 
1931,  1945,  1946,  1952,  1956,  1961;  Y31a  - C to  1975;  Y32  - 1936,  1939, 

1944,  TOT,  1961,  1964;  Y32a  - C to  1978  X 11972,  1976,  1977);  Y36  - 

1948,  1953,  1954;  Y36a  - 1968;  Y56  - C;  Y58  - C;  Y59  - C;  Y61  - C; 

Y62  - C;  Y63  - C. 

SYRIA;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1926,  1933,  1935;  Y5  - 1935;  Y6  - C;  Y13  - 
13F7T  Y14  - 1367;  Y15  - C;  Y17  - C;  YA19  - C;  YB19  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y24  - 

1382;  Y25  - 1382;  Y26  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y33  - C. 

TANZANIA  - German  East  Africa:  Y1  - 1890,  1892;  Y7  - 1904A,  1905J, 
1907,  1908;  Y10  - 1916;  Y)0a  - 1916.  Tanzania:  Y1  - 1966,  1972;  Y2  - 
1966;  Y3  - 1966;  Y4  - 1966;  Y5  OT7 


THAILAND:  Cl 3 - C;  C20  - C;  C47  - C;  Cl 37  - C;  Y18  - 1882;  Y22  - 1896; 
V'32'  C ; Y36  - 1926,  1937;  Y37  - 1935;  Y43  - 1919;  Y44  - 1915;  Y45  - 
1915;  Y48  - C;  Y51  - C;  Y55  - C;  Y56  - C;  YA56  - 1942;  Y57  - C;  Y59  - 
C;  Y60  - C;  Y61  a - C;  Y62  - C;  Y63  - C;  Y64  - C;  C;  Y67^-  C;  Y68 

C;  Y69  - C;  Y70  - C;  Y71  - C;  Y72  - C;  Y72a  - C;  Y73  - C;  Y73a  - C; 

Y77  - C;  Y78  - C;  Y78a  - crY79  - C;  Y79a  - C;^80  - C;Y81  - C;  Y82  - 

C;  Y83  - C;  Y84  - C;  Y85  - C;  Y86  - C;  Y87  - C;  Y105  - C;  Y107  - C; 

Y109  - C;  Y 1 1 5 - C;  Y117  - C. 
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0.  D.  Cresswel 1 . COMPREHENSIVE  DIRECTORY  OF  WORLD  COMMUNION  TOKENS. 

Limited  edition,  100  paperback,  80  hardbound  library  edition  copies, 

20  "sponsors  copies".  Available  from  the  publisher:  Nadin-Davis 

Numismatics,  P.  0.  Box  95,  Stn.  A,  Ottawa,  Canada  KIN  8V1 . US  $65 
paperback,  US  $85  casebound. 

0.  D.  Cresswel! 's  Comprehensive  Directory  of  World  Communion  Tokens 

has  just  been  released  in  its  first  edition.  It  is  a complete,  de- 
tailed, easy-to-use  reference  work  covering  all  published  (and  some 
unpublished)  tokens  known  today.  The  author,  a Past-President  of  the 
Numismatic  Society  of  Ireland  and  writer  of  severa  other  references, 
spent  ten  years  compiling  this  ambitious  work.  It  will  become  the 
standard  reference,  and  is  an  invaluable  basic  research  tool  for  com- 
munion tokens. 

Following  a brief  historical  introduction  and  a comprehensive  biblio- 
graphy of  relevant  works  in  English,  French  and  several  other  lang- 
uages, the  Directory  is  divided  into  three  main  sections. 

The  first  section  contains  a complete  list  of  all  known  tokens^with 
provenance,  dimensions,  legends  and  location  of  each  token  in  other 
major  references.  Countries  covered  include  Australia  and  New  Zeal- 
and, Canada  and  the  U.S.A.,  major  European  nations,  especially  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  the  West  Indies  and  many  other  locations. 

Secondly,  there  is  an  alphabetical  index  of  all  ministers'  names  to 
be  found  on  tokens,  cross-referenced  to  the  full  token  descriptions 
in  the  first  section. 

Finally,  there  is  a complete  listing  (alphabetical,  by  country  and 
state/province)  of  all  parishes  which  issued  tokens. 

The  layout  of  the  book  enables  the  user  to  perform  several  functions 
with  great  efficiency:  to  immediately  identify  and  attribute  any 

communion  token,  to  trace  any  token  to  its  appearance  in  basic  spec- 
ialized references,  to  number  and  inventory  collections  for  ease  of 
record-keeping,  and  to  determine  immediately  how  many,  and  which, 
tokens  were  issued  in  any  parish,  county,  state  or  country. 

The  publisher  expects  that  all  future  auction  and  retail  listings  of 
communion  tokens  will  use  "Cresswell  numbers"  and  that  the  first 
edition  will  sell  out  extremely  quick.  While  not  inexpensive,  the 
work  is  a good  value  and  should  be  found  not  only  in  numismatic  lib- 
raries, church  historians  and  archives  and  among  the  treasured  volumes 
of  all  interested  numismatists. 


Information  from  the  Publisher 


Ezequiel  Urdanet  Braschi.  BOLIVAR:  EN  LA  NUMISMATICA  CONMEMORATIVA 

Y EN  LAS  CONDECORACIONS.  Published  by  the  Comite  Ejecutivo  del  Bi - 
centenario  de  Simon  Bolivar  in  conjunction  with  the  Banco  Central  de 
Venezuela;  released  at  Caracas  and  printed  in  Toledo,  Spain  in  1983; 
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311pp,  8 h"  x 11",  plus  detailed  bibliography  and  index.  Numerous  il- 
lustrations of  medals  and  decoration,  including  many  in  full  color, 
as  well  as  a full  color  reproduction  of  a painting  of  Bolivar.  Is- 
sued in  honor  of  the  bicentennial  of  Bolivar's  birth,  with  an  intro- 
duction by  J.  L.  Salcedo-Bastard.  Hardcovers. 

•For  over  170  years,  since  1813,  Simon  Bolivar  has  been  one  of  the  most 
honored  (figures)  on  medals  and  decorations  struck  throughout  the  world. 
This  excellently  done  book  covers  almost  200  different  pieces  issued 
in  homage  of,  or  with  the  image  of,  the  great  liberator.  Full  coverage 
is  given  to  all  technical  matters,  as  well  as  to  the  circumstances 
which  prompted  the  striking  and  information  about  the  location  of  the 
mint  in  question. 

The  price  has  not  yet  been  set,  but  will  undoubtedly  be  expensive 
since  this  is  a limited  edition  of  a very  high  quality  book  with  many 
color  photographs. 

The  book  is  available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia, 
MN  55792. 


Information  from  Dale  Seppa 

********************************************************************** 
JULIUS  CAESAR'S  CIVIL  WAR  COINAGE 


At  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war 
with  Pompey,  50  B.C.,  Julius  Caesar 
crossed  the  Rubicon  river  into  Italy, 
Caesar's  principal  war-coinage  from 
his  travelling  mint  for  this  war 
were  silver  denarii  with  an  elephant 
trampling  a serpent  on  the  obverse 
with  CAESAR  in  the  exergue.  This 
obverse  type  is  probably  to  symbol- 
ize the  triumph  of  good  over  evil  or  Caesar  over  Pompey.  The  reverse 
shows  priestly  attributes,  the  simpulum,  aspergillum,  axe  and  the  apex. 
These  items  allude  to  Caesar's  office  of  Pontifex  Maximus  or  chief 
priest.  (Submitted,  by  R.  R.  Kuteher) 


********************************************************************** 


MARK  ANTONY'S  LEGIONARY  DENARIUS 


Mark  Antony's  travelling  mint  in 
32-31  B.C.  struck  a huge  issue  of 
silver  denarii  honoring  his  many 
legions.  The  coins  were  produced 
to  pay  the  troops  and  sailors  under 
his  command  just  prior  to  the  battle 
of  Actium,  September  2,  31  B.C. 

The  obverse  of  these  coins  has  a 
at  the  prow.  The  reverse  shows  an 
legend  varies  with  the  legion  beinq 
honored.  Antony's  defeat  by  Octavius  ended  his  political  career  and 
ultimately  lead  to  the  establishing  of  the  Roman  Empire  under  Octavius, 
later  called  Augustus.  (Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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galley  with  rowers  and  a standard 
eagle  between  two  standards.  The 
' ' 's 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

David  B.  Fiero,  Maierhoferstr . 3,  8400  Regensburg,  W.  Germany:  If  any- 

one knows  of  possi ble  discrepancies , i .e.  dates  and/or  mints  which  are 
missing,  from  the  1986  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS  or  WORLD  GOLD 
COINS  - for  the  period  1811-1886  of  Colombian  Republic  coinage  - and 
which  can  be  confirmed,  I would  be  most  interested  in  hearing  from 
them.  For  longer-term  numismatic  history  project,  any  facts,  tips,  or 
leads  on  pertinent  literature  would  be  equally  welcome.  Thank  you. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2536  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  ex- 

amples or  photos  of  these  coins  with  die  cracks,  double  hub,  off  cen- 
ter, etc.  only:  Vietnam  Y14  FAG  50  Dong,  Cambodia  Y14  FAO  Riel  1970, 

Y15  5 Sen  1979,  French  Indo  China  YV32  and  YV33  1 & 5 Cent  reeded  edge. 
Please  state  price  coins  or  photos.  Thank  you. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  At- 
tribution Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  USA. 

********************************************************************** 
THE  OXFORD  CROWN  OF  CHARLES  I 


Silver  Crown  of.  Charles  I 

The  dies  for  the  1644  Oxford  crown  of  Charles  I were  made  by  Thomas 
Rawlings.  The  obverse  of  this  famous  coin  shows  King  Charles  on  horse- 
back and  the  towers  and  the  spires  of  Oxford  in  the  background.  Rawl- 
ings went  to  Oxford  with  the  king  when  the  Tower  mint  was  seized  by 
the  Pari i men tary  forces.  (Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 
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